






In 1848 and 1849, many of the Georgia miners went to California to ply their trade, 

causing a drop in local deposits. This gave power to Patterson in hopes of abolishing 

the mint due to low mintages. However, when the miners returned from the 

west, they brought considerable quantities of gold with them, and they 

were loyal enough to deposit it in the home Dahlonega Mint, forcing 

coinage totals to go up once more.

In 1849, southern representatives in Congress were afraid that 

the Dahlonega and Charlotte Mints would indeed be abolished. 

They persuaded fellow legislators to create a one-dollar gold 

piece, which would help stretch the bullion being deposited. 

Although, it did not quite work out as intended, but the Dahlonega 

Mint produced tens of thousands of pieces, adding to its coinage 

numbers. The first gold dollars were struck in July 1849, and were 

very popular locally for some time. However, in January 1850, the 

Superintendent noted that the gold dollar was losing its novelty quickly.

The low mintages of the 1850’s created a number of rarities, including 

the coveted 1854-D three-dollar gold piece, also known as a $3 Indian 

Princess. Only a little over a thousand were struck in July 1854, and 

only a miniscule amount are known to have survived. The 1854-D 

$3 gold piece is one of only two branch mint issues for the series, 

with both, the New Orleans and Dahlonega issue being struck in 

1854.

The late 1850’s was a time of genteel decline at the 

Dahlonega Mint. Coinage totals continued to drop, and the pressure 

to abolish this branch mint from Philadelphia officials grew. One 

indication of this was the amount of California gold being brought to the mint by returning 

miners, fell from $211,000 in 1854 to less than $20,000 for all of 1857-1861. 

The bullion deposits were so little that there were many months in those last 

years that had mintages so small, they were considered insignificant. In 

1860-1861, there was an influx of gold from Colorado that kept the 

mint alive. It’s assumed that many Georgia miners who had returned 

from California, had gone to the Pike’s Peak Gold Rush of 1859, 

depositing roughly $60,000 of gold bullion in the Dahlonega Mint 

after 1859, breathing life back into the branch mint. 

Little is known about the Dahlonega operations in 1861, as 

the last report to Philadelphia was made on February 28th. It is 

known that 1,597 half eagles were struck in the first two months. 

After that, there is little but conjecture. It is known that after March 

1st, there were gold dollars struck, approximately 1,000 pieces, as well 

as two-three thousand additional half eagles, which were never reported 

to Philadelphia. The 1861-D Gold dollar is considered one of the great 

U.S. rarities known today. The 1861-D gold dollar is officially ranked 

as one the Top 100 U.S. coins, with a mere 80-100 pieces known 

today. The population total is known to be overly represented due to 

resubmissions by collectors and investors in hopes of an upgrade, 

creating a more valuable example.

Later, Georgia seceded from the Union and was operating 

under a mandate from the Congress of the Southern Confederacy. 

The southern branch mints closed on June 1, 1861, never to be 

reopened after the Civil War.
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Popular Ways to Collect Dahlonega Branch Mint Gold

The Basic 3-Coin Dahlonega Gold Type Set

Simplicity is key when starting your Dahlonega Branch Mint gold collection. Throughout the 

Dahlonega gold collection, there are a number of different types inside of each series. The most basic 

form and achievable collection is the 3-coin type set. Collecting an issue of each denomination $1, 

$2.5, and $5, excluding the types, make it more affordable and can be completed with ease. Afterall, 

each Dahlonega issue is rare, so even the basic 3-Coin Dahlonega Gold Type Set is unmatched by 

its overall rarity in comparison to a Philadelphia, Denver, or San Francisco type set. Depending on the 

grade and date of issue, you can make it as prestigious as you want.

$1 Gold Piece
(Type I, Type II, or Type III)

(1849-1854)

$2.5 Quarter Eagle
(1839-1860)

$5 Half Eagle
(1838-1861)

Collecting Dahlonega Branch Mint Gold

Collecting southern 

branch mint gold can be 

a tall task, but can be 

achieved with patience. 

Like all southern branch 

mint gold, Dahlonega 

gold coinage is favored 

the most. All issues are 

rare with some being 

exceptionally rare, but 

all have enjoyed appreciation over the years, making it one of the preferred safe havens for wealth, 

but also representations of the most historic times in our country’s history. Although most pieces 

are still affordable today, that will soon change as branch mint gold continues to be a major point of 

emphasis, thus price increases year after year are to be expected. The number of coin enthusiasts 

and investors in the numismatic world continue to grow due to mounting economic uncertainty, 

placing southern branch mint gold in the cross hairs as the go-to sector of U.S. coinage.

During its 24 calendar years of operation, the Dahlonega Mint produced just under 1.4 million 

gold coins, with a face value of over 601 million dollars. Dahlonega struck half eagles every year of 

operation, making a total of just 24 issues. Dahlonega quarter eagles were made continuously from 

1839-1859, except for 1858, for a total of 20 different dates. Gold dollars were struck every year 

from 1849-1861, which constitutes 13 issues. The single emission of the $3 gold piece occurred 

in 1854. The 1854-D $3 gold piece is one of only two southern branch mint issues with the other 

being the 1854-O $3 struck at New Orleans. A complete set of Dahlonega gold coins consists of 

only 58 pieces. There are many ways to collect and invest in Dahlonega gold: the very popular 

6-coin type set (example of each denomination and type), a complete series (consecutive date 

run of a particular denomination), to the most elaborate and difficult Dahlonega gold collection, a 

complete comprehensive Dahlonega collection consisting of an example of each coin issued of all 

denominations.
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The Full 10-Coin Dahlonega Type Set

The 10-coin type set is of course more elaborate, consisting of one coin from each major 

denomination and design. The inclusion of the coveted 1854-D $3 Indian Head Princess makes the 11-

coin type set. For most, collectors do not consider it part of the set. Being ranked in the United States 

Top 100 coins speaks for itself. Of course, it is extremely rare and simply unavailable at any given time. 

Over the years, Dahlonega gold is the most popular among the branch mints. Completing a Dahlonega 

gold collection is an achievement of a lifetime. All issues are rare, but the grade and date of issue can 

present great challenges. The inclusion of the 1854-D $3 Indian Head Princess will set any Dahlonega 

gold collection apart from the rest.

Type I $1 Gold Liberty Head
(1849-1854)

Classic Head 
Liberty

(1839 Only)
The only coin that bear the “D 

 mintmark on the obverse.

Classic Head 
Liberty

(Only 1838 Obverse 

mint mark)

Type II $1 Gold Indian Princess, 
Small Head

(1855 Only)

Liberty Head 
Small Date
(1840-1843)

$5 Liberty Head
(Only 1839 Obverse 

mint mark)

Type III Indian Princess, 
Large Head
(1856-1861)

Liberty Head 
Large Date
(1844-1860)

$3 Indian Head 
Princess
(Only 1854)

$5 Liberty Small 
Letters

(1840-early 1842)

$5 Liberty Large 
Letters

(late 1842-1861)

Gold Dollars

$2.5 Quarter Eagles

$5 Half Eagles
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	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1852-D	 6,360	

	 1853-D	 6,583	

	 1854-D	 2,935

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1859-D	 4,952	

	 1860-D	 1,566	

	 1861-D	 *1,250

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade
	 1850-D	 12,148	

	 1851-D	 11,264	

	 1852-D	 4,078

	 1853-D	 3,178	

	 1854-D	 1,760	

	 1855-D	 1,123	

	 1856-D	 874	

	 1857-D	 2,364	

	 1859-D	 2,244

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade
	 1851-D	 62,710	

	 1852-D	 91,584	

	 1853-D	 89,678	

	 1854-D	 56,413	

	 1855-D	 22,432	

	 1856-D	 19,786	

	 1857-D	 17,046	

	 1858-D	 15,362	

	 1859-D	 10,366	

	 1860-D	 14,635	

	 1861-D	 1,597	

Assembling one of each collectible coin in a Dahlonega gold series is extremely popular. 

Whether you choose the $2.5 quarter eagles or $5 half eagles, the completion of one can be difficult. 

Although each series is attainable, there are stumbling blocks throughout each one. Collecting in this 

fashion is more palatable for the collector or investor by concentrating on one specific area at a time. 

Unfortunately, there are a handful of issues, when available, that must be considered quickly as the 

window of opportunity in most cases is brief. Although each issue is rare, there are those of exceptional 

rarity could mean completing the collection or not. The time gap of an important issue presenting itself 

again can be years. Those who want the best, a lifetime may not be sufficient. The complete 60-coin 

Dahlonega gold set is of course the most challenging. Yes, it can be done with plenty of time and 

financial fortitude. Collecting the complete Dahlonega gold set should be done first without swinging 

for the fences. Filling the holes with available examples first is highly recommended. This allows the 

collector or investor to not only complete the collection, but upgrades do come available along the 

way. The complete 60-coin collection is legendary and arguably one of the toughest endeavors in the 

numismatic arena. 

TYPE 1 LIBERTY HEAD GOLD DOLLARS (1849-1854)		

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1849-D	 21,588	

	 1850-D	 8,382	

	 1851-D	 9,882	

TYPE 2 INDIAN PRINCESS HEAD, SMALL HEAD GOLD DOLLARS (1854-1856)		

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1855-D	 1,811	

TYPE 3 INIDAN PRINCESS HEAD, LARGE HEAD GOLD DOLLARS (1856-1889)		

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1856-D	 1,460	

	 1857-D	 3,533	

	 1858-D	 3,477

Dahlonega Gold Dollars

Collecting Dahlonega Gold by Series

CLASSIC HEAD $5 HALF EAGLES (1834-1838)	

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1838-D	 20,583	

LIBERTY HEAD, NO MOTTO $5 HALF EAGLES (1839-1866)

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade
	 1839-D	 18,939	

	 1840-D	 22,896	

	 1841-D	 29,392	

	 1842-D	 59,608	

	 1843-D	 98,452	

	 1844-D	 88,982	

	 1845-D	 90,629	

	 1846-D	 80,294	

	 1847-D	 64,405	

	 1848-D	 47,465	

	 1849-D	 39,036

	 1850-D	 43,984

Dahlonega $2.50 Quarter Eagles

Dahlonega $5 Half Eagles

Date	 Mintage	 Grade

Date	 Mintage	 Grade

CLASSIC HEAD $2.50 QUARTER EAGLES (1834-1839)

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1839-D	 13,674	

LIBERTY HEAD $2.50 QUARTER EAGLES (1840-1907)

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade
	 1840-D	 3,532	

	 1841-D	 4,164	

	 1842-D	 4,643	

	 1843-D	 36,209	

	 1844-D	 17,332	

	 1845-D	 19,460	

	 1846-D	 19,303	

	 1847-D	 15,784	

	 1848-D	 13,771	

	 1849-D	 10,945

$3 INDIAN HEAD PRINCESS (1854-1889)

	 Date	 Mintage	 Grade

	 1854-D	 1,120
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